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Ms Grace Hansford
Third Floor Zone Eleven

Department for Transport
Greater Minster House
76 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DR
21 November 2007
Dear Ms Hansford,
LOCAL AUTHORITY SPECIAL GRANT FUNDING FOR THE 2008 NATIONAL BUS CONCESSION IN ENGLAND
I am writing, for and on behalf of the TravelWatch SouthWest, in response to the consultation by the Department for Transport on ‘Local authority special grant funding for the 2008 national bus concession in England’ –this response is based on feedback from members who attended a recent meeting in Taunton to discuss the consultation paper.
The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) was established in 2001 to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, SWPTUF is now the sole representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. SWPTUF adopted TravelWatch SouthWest as its trading name in June 2006.
SWPTUF, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly and with the South West Regional Development Agency – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, SWPTUF is now the sole representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. SWPTUF is currently funded by the South West Regional Assembly, South West Regional Development Agency, local authorities and a number of public transport operators. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006.

This new specific grant is designed to meet the additional cost of the new concession guaranteeing free off-peak local bus travel in England, rather than just in the individual local authority area of the qualifying resident. TravelWatch SouthWest considers that whatever formula is adopted by the Department, that it is essential that the latest available accurate statistical data is used in the calculation of the amounts due to the individual Travel Concession Authorities (TCA). 

The members of TravelWatch SouthWest have carefully considered the merits of the available data sources likely to correlate to the drivers of extra cost and of the four different options proposed by the department. It is considered that the data source most likely to closely correlate to the driver of extra cost is the number of ‘passenger journeys on buses’ – accordingly, TravelWatch SouthWest would support the adoption of OPTION FOUR, which gives the highest percentage weighting to the component of ‘passenger journeys on buses’.

The members of TravelWatch SouthWest consider that the following data sources also have merit:-

i) Eligible population – the new all-England concession will undoubtedly generate a substantial increase in the number of concessionary card holders
ii) Day visitors – Travel Concession Authorities will be responsible for the reimbursement of the cost of return journeys made by day trippers from the area of another TCA, as well as any journeys made wholly in the area of a TCA during a day visit

iii) Overnight visitors (domestic) - Travel Concession Authorities will be responsible for the reimbursement of the cost of journeys made by overnight visitors wholly in the area of a TCA during an overnight stay and the cost of any outward bus journey to the area of another TCA
iv) Retail floor space – Many concessionary card holders will use the extended availability to visit large retail shopping centres, which will frequently be located in the area of another TCA, which will be responsible for the reimbursement of the cost of the return bus journey

TravelWatch SouthWest would therefore support an alternative option for the payment of the specific grant to Travel Concession Authorities calculated as follows:-

Passenger Journeys On Bus: Fifty per cent

Eligible Population: Twenty per cent

Day Visitors: Ten per cent

Overnight visitors (domestic): Ten per cent

Retail Floor Space: Ten per cent

It is imperatitive that whatever option is implemented, that it is used for the shortest possible time period and is replaced at the earliest date by an allocation based on actual usage, following the introduction of the new concession from 1 April 2008.

TravelWatch SouthWest strongly supports a national scheme for concessionary fares, organised on a national basis with reimbursement been made directly by central government – in the meantime, the members of TravelWatch SouthWest would support limiting Travel Concession Authorities to Transport for London (TfL), the Passenger Transport Executive, County Councils and Unitary Authorities. TravelWatch SouthWest wishes to see the demise of shire district councils as Travel Concession Authorities and therefore strongly supports the proposal to pay the specific grant to the shire county.
Yours sincerely,   
Gordon J Edwards

Company Secretary

West House,

Freshford,
Bath
BA2 7WA
E-mail: ’travelwatch.southwest@ipts.co.uk’
South West Public Transport Users’ Forum CIC, trading as TravelWatch SouthWest, is a company limited by guarantee.

Registration Number: 5542697 Registered Office: Cranmore Cottage, East Cranmore, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4SD 
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