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MEDIA RELEASE (for immediate release)
PASSENGERS GROUP DEMANDS MORE INVESTMENT FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORT IN WILTSHIRE
TravelWatch SouthWest, the public transport passenger ‘watchdog’ for the South West of England, has noted, with interest, the decision by the Government to reject the application by Wiltshire Council to build a road by-pass on the eastern side of Westbury, costing tens of millions of pounds.
TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to press the Government to urgently address the serious over-crowding for passengers travelling on train services between Cardiff and Portsmouth through Bristol, Bath, Trowbridge, Westbury and Salisbury. TravelWatch SouthWest is currently urging Ministers to approve a proposal from the train operator, First Great Western, for eleven new four-carriage trains to be deployed on the Cardiff to Portsmouth via West Wiltshire route, in order to reduce the current unacceptable amount of over-crowding on the existing services of two or three carriages, thereby making up for years of under-investment in the busy rail network in Wiltshire. The existing trains on this corridor should then be cascaded to operate on other local services.

TravelWatch SouthWest will also be lobbying Wiltshire Council and adjoining local authorities to invest in a much larger number of low-floor, easy access buses, with a reduced carbon footprint, and the early introduction of far more bus priority initiatives to deliver a significant reduction in existing journey times
Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest, said today (Thursday 12 February):-

“The time is now right for major investment to deliver a ‘step-change’ in the provision of public transport in West Wiltshire – most people are prepared to make the switch to public transport, provided that it is efficient, frequent and affordable.’’
Notes for Editors

1. TravelWatch SouthWest (TWSW) was established in 2001 as The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006 and the Community Interest Company changed name to TravelWatch SouthWest CIC in November 2008.

Membership of the TravelWatch SouthWest CIC is open to every ‘not-for-profit’ organisation in the South West England government region whose sole or principal purpose is to represent the users of any public transport service or to promote the development of public transport services – membership is also open to other ‘not-for-profit’ organisations’ in the South West England government region who represent the interests of special and potential classes of public transport users e.g. the disabled or the elderly. TWSW currently has over ninety members.

TWSW, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly and with the South West Regional Development Agency – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, TWSW is the representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. TWSW is currently funded by the South West Regional Assembly, South West Regional Development Agency, local authorities and a number of public transport operators.
2. Further information relating to this media release is available from Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number: 013-8086-0119 or 079-0021-8290)
www.travelwatchsouthwest.org
TravelWatch SouthWest CIC is a company limited by guarantee.
Registration Number: 5542697 Registered Office: Cranmore Cottage, East Cranmore, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4SD
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