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MEDIA RELEASE (embargoed until 0700hrs on Thursday 23 July 2009)

PASSENGERS GROUP WELCOMES ELECTRIFICATION OF GREAT WESTERN MAIN LINE  

TravelWatch SouthWest, the public transport passenger ‘watchdog’ for the region, has warmly welcomed the Government’s announcement to electrify the Great Western Main Lines between London and Bristol Temple Meads via Swindon, Chippenham and Bath and between Swindon and Swansea via Bristol Parkway and Cardiff. The decision to electrify these lines by 2018 will help to secure a reliable, low carbon future. This announcement means that electric trains will link the cities of Bath and Bristol (Parkway and Temple Meads stations) and the towns of Chippenham and Swindon with London and Reading and also link Bristol and Swindon with South Wales.

TravelWatch SouthWest has campaigned vigorously with other regional and local stakeholders, including South West Councils and the South West Regional Development Agency, for the electrification of the major rail corridors in the South West of England. TravelWatch SouthWest has always supported a major programme of rail electrification as it is good for the environment and the gains will increase as we move to a lower carbon more renewable sources generation mix. Electric trains are more reliable, deliver shorter journey times, attract more passengers and revenue due to improved reliability and reduce operating costs significantly.
TravelWatch SouthWest will now campaign for an early announcement of an extension of rail electrification in the region. The next priority for electrification must be the route between Birmingham and Plymouth via Cheltenham, Gloucester, Bristol, Taunton and Exeter, which would enable through electric services to link the majority of the major urban areas of the region with Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool and Manchester – it would then be relatively simple and cheap to convert the cross-Bristol rail services from diesel to electric traction. The route between Newbury and Taunton via Westbury should also be electrified to enable fast electric trains to link London with Devon and Somerset. 
Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest, said today (Thursday 23 July):-

“Rail users in the region will look forward eagerly to the introduction of the new electric trains on the Great Western Main Line between London and Bristol. In the meantime, the members of TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to campaign vigorously for the early electrification of other key routes in the region.’’

Notes for Editors
1. TravelWatch SouthWest (TWSW) was established in 2001 as The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006 and the Community Interest Company changed name to TravelWatch SouthWest CIC in November 2008.

Membership of the TravelWatch SouthWest CIC is open to every ‘not-for-profit’ organisation in the South West England government region whose sole or principal purpose is to represent the users of any public transport service or to promote the development of public transport services – membership is also open to other ‘not-for-profit’ organisations’ in the South West England government region who represent the interests of special and potential classes of public transport users e.g. the disabled or the elderly. TWSW currently has over ninety members.

TWSW, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly and with the South West Regional Development Agency – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, TWSW is the representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. TWSW is currently funded by the South West Councils, South West Regional Development Agency, local authorities and a number of public transport operators. 

2. Further information relating to this media release is available from Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number: 079-0021-8290)
www.travelwatchsouthwest.org
TravelWatch SouthWest CIC is a company limited by guarantee.
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