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MEDIA RELEASE (for immediate release)
PASSENGERS GROUP WELCOMES REVISIONS TO THE DRAFT REGIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY 
TravelWatch SouthWest, the public transport passenger ‘watchdog’ for the region, has warmly welcomed the report published today (Thursday 10 January 2008) of the independent panel who conducted the ten week examination in public into the draft Regional Spatial Strategy.

TravelWatch SouthWest participated in the examination in public held last year in Exeter and is delighted that the proposed revisions to the draft Regional Transport Strategy closely reflect the submissions made by public transport users across the region.

Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest, said today (Thursday 10 January):-

‘We welcome the plan to reduce the rate at which road traffic is currently growing in the South West – the success of this strategy will depend firstly upon securing a ‘step-change’ in the quality of the our regional public transport, particularly in the heavily congested urban areas. Most people are prepared to make the switch to public transport, provided that it is efficient, frequent and affordable.”

Notes for Editors

1. The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) was established in 2001 to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, SWPTUF is now the sole representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006

2. Further information relating to this media release is available from Chris Irwin, the Chair of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number 079-0021-8290) or from Gordon Edwards, the company secretary of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number: 012-2572-2269 or 079-6796-6929)
www.travelwatchsouthwest.org
South West Public Transport Users’ Forum CIC is a company limited by guarantee.
Registration Number: 5542697 Registered Office: Cranmore Cottage, East Cranmore, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4SD
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