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MEDIA RELEASE 

PASSENGERS GROUP WELCOMES CONSTRUCTION OF NEW AXMINSTER RAIL LOOP, BUT EXPRESSES CONCERN AT CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS OF SERVICES WEST OF EXETER  

TravelWatch SouthWest, the public transport passenger ‘watchdog’ for the region, has warmly welcomed the announcement by Network Rail that it has now started the final design work to enable the operation of an hourly train service between Exeter and London Waterloo.

New track will be installed, alongside the existing single-line railway, for one and a half miles either side of Axminster station to provide a passing loop of three miles – the new passing loop will enable South West Trains to deliver the company’s franchise commitment to provide an hourly service between Exeter St Davids and London Waterloo via Honiton, Axminster and Crewkerne from 13 December 2009, provided that Network Rail completes the work by that date. The location of the new loop should enable South West Trains to reduce the current eastbound journey time from East Devon to London.

A new platform will be constructed at Axminster station, together with a footbridge link to the existing platform. 

TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to press for the early construction of a further passing loop between Honiton and Pinhoe to enable two trains per hour to operate in each direction between Exeter St Davids and Axminster/Honiton serving the proposed station for the new community of Cranbrook.

As South West Trains only has a limited number of diesel trains, the Department for Transport is currently planning to withdraw all services operated west of Exeter by the company, when the new hourly service between London Waterloo and Exeter St Davids commences operation in December 2009.

South West Trains currently operates two trains in each direction on Monday to Friday between Exeter St Davids and Paignton and between Exeter St Davids and Plymouth – the existing 1735hrs Exeter Central to Paignton will be withdrawn, resulting in no through train in the evening peak from Exeter Central to Dawlish, Teignmouth, Newton Abbot, Torquay and Paignton between 1714hrs and 1819hrs. Ivybridge station would see a reduction in trains from nine in each direction to just seven – the withdrawal of the 1748hrs Plymouth to London Waterloo train would mean that Ivybridge commuters would have to wait at Plymouth until 1843hrs for a return service! 

TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to press the Department for Transport to provide regional train operators with sufficient diesel rolling stock to maintain the existing services west of Exeter, currently operated by South West Trains. 

Gordon Edwards, the Company Secretary of TravelWatch SouthWest, said today (Wednesday 9 January):-

“Rail users in the region look forward eagerly to the completion of the new passing loop at Axminster and the introduction of an hourly train service between Exeter St Davids and London Waterloo via Honiton, Axminster and Crewkerne from December 2009.

The members of TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to campaign vigoursly for the construction of a second passing loop between Honiton and Pinhoe and for the continuation of the existing services west of Exeter currently operated by South West Trains beyond the planned withdrawal date of December 2009.”

 Notes for Editors

1. The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) was established in 2001 to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, SWPTUF is now the sole representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006

2. Further information relating to this media release is available from Gordon Edwards, the company secretary of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number: 012-2572-2269 or 079-6796-6929)
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