                                                                                                                                                [image: image1.png]TraveIWatch




MEDIA RELEASE (for immediate use) 
PASSENGERS GROUP WARMLY WELCOMES FORTY-TWO MILLION POUNDS OF GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR GREATER BRISTOL BUS SERVICES  

TravelWatch SouthWest, the public transport passenger ‘watchdog’ for the region, has warmly welcomed the announcement this morning (Tuesday 20 May) by the Department for Transport that it is to provide forty-two million pounds of funding for the Greater Bristol bus network.
The Greater Bristol bus network (GBBN) major scheme comprises a significant investment in ten corridors across the Greater Bristol area to deliver substantial improvements in the quality of bus services. These ten corridors serve a much wider network of bus services with 70 different services benefiting from the GBBN improvements. Due to the cross boundary nature of this project the scheme is being promoted by the four councils of Bath and North East Somerset, Bristol City, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire, working with bus operator, First. The scheme can be defined as a 'Bus Showcase' network comprising a range of measures that will improve the speed, reliability, comfort and image of conventional bus travel across the Greater Bristol area. It will complement two Bus Showcase routes that have already been taken forward: the north-south 76 and 77 services along theA38 Showcase Corridor between Henbury and Hartcliffe which was completed in December 2003; and the east-west A420 corridor which was completed in December 2007.

In summary, the scheme comprises:
· Bus priority measures along each of the ten identified corridors, such that the impact of traffic congestion on bus travel times and reliability can be reduced 

· The provision of new fully accessible low floor buses on the core routes serving the GBBN corridors; 

· The provision of improved service frequencies and new bus routes, where demand potential is at its greatest; 

· The provision of significantly improved passenger facilities at bus stops, including new shelters, raised kerbs and, at the most heavily used stops, real time passenger information; and 

· The provision of improved passenger information in conjunction with the extension of the existing Real Time Passenger Information (RTPI) system.

Gordon Edwards, the Company Secretary of TravelWatch SouthWest, said today (Tuesday 20 May):-

‘ The Government’s investment of forty-two million pounds in the Greater Bristol bus network should enable the four unitary councils and bus operators to deliver a ‘step-change’ in public transport in the sub-region over the next three years. The ‘long-suffering’ bus passengers in the Greater Bristol area can now look forward to quicker and more comfortable journeys with much improved facilities at bus stops.

The introduction of the new network should encourage more people to switch to public transport, thereby helping to combat increasing congestion and pollution.

The members of TravelWatch SouthWest will continue to campaign vigoursly for the approval by the Department for Transport of the related ‘Bath Transportation Package’.
 Notes for Editors

1. The South West Public Transport Users’ Forum (SWPTUF) was established in 2001 to promote the interests of public transport users in the South West of England government region (comprising the counties of Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Somerset and Wiltshire and the unitary authorities of Bath and North East Somerset, Bournemouth, Bristol, North Somerset, Plymouth, Poole, South Gloucestershire, Swindon and Torbay) – the Forum became a Community Interest Company, limited by guarantee, in August 2005. SWPTUF, which is a social enterprise company, acts as an advocate for passengers to lobby for the improvement of public transport in the region and works closely with the South West Regional Assembly and the South West Regional Assembly – with the dissolution of the former Rail Passengers Committee for Western England in July 2005, SWPTUF is now the sole representative body for public transport users throughout the South West England region. SWPTUF adopted the trading name of TravelWatch SouthWest in June 2006

2. Further information relating to this media release is available from Gordon Edwards, the company secretary of TravelWatch SouthWest (telephone number: 012-2572-2269 or 079-6796-6929)
www.travelwatchsouthwest.org
South West Public Transport Users’ Forum CIC is a company limited by guarantee.
Registration Number: 5542697 Registered Office: Cranmore Cottage, East Cranmore, Shepton Mallet, Somerset BA4 4SD
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